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Florence Coles Ballenger, a former faculty member at
Kennedy-King College, grew up in Decatur, Illinois. The
1925 alumna of Eastern Illinois State Teachers College (now
Eastern Illinois University) always felt that education was

the key to everything. After graduating from Eastern Illinois

University, she taught in Oak Park, Chicago’s Wilson Junior
College (now Kennedy-King College), and St. Petersburg (Florida College)
retiring at age 70. Even after that, she continued to volunteer extensively
as an English tutor through that school’s Learning Support Center. Helen
Gilbart, longtime friend and trustee of Ballenger’s estate, said that Mrs.
Ballenger had high expectations of her students and the education outside
the classroom was as important to Ballenger as it was inside. She had a
life-long love of travel and continued to do so until she was in her eighties.

When she died at the age of 92 in April 1999, she left one third of her
$3.6 million estate to Kennedy-King College, one-third to her alma mater,
and significant portions to other institutions. Kennedy-King College honors
her commitment to education by annually awarding scholarships to

deserving students.
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OVERVIEW

The Florence Ballenger Scholarship provides financial support to students who
have demonstrated academic excellence and commitment to civic services.

This scholarship is awarded to incoming, returning, and transfer students. Students
who have completed a baccalaureate degree program are not eligible for this award.

Incoming and transfer students must satisfy all admissions requirements (submit
an Admission Data Form, have official transcripts on file, take the placement test, if
applicable) before the scholarship will be awarded.

NOTE: Financial Aid recipients should be aware that this scholarship may reduce
the amount of government financial assistance. Applicants should contact a Financial
Aid Advisor for additional information.

Faxed or email transmissions of the application will not be accepted.

The scholarship will be awarded once per semester (Fall and Spring only), and

applied directly to your student account.

ELiGBILITY

* A cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or above

» A completed financial aid file (FAFSA)

» Enrollment in six (6) or more credit hours

» Submission of a personal statement detailing your goals and interests.

Completed applications and personal essays should be mailed or hand-delivered
in a sealed envelope addressed to:

Kennedy-King College

attn: Florence Ballenger Scholarship Committee
Office of the Dean, Liberal Arts and Sciences
6800 South Wentworth Avenue, Room 3C58
Chicago, lllinois 60621

Florence Ballenger Scholarship Application Form
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Field of Study (major or program)

Anticipated Degree or Certificate

Anticipated Completion Date
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